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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Dan Werner

Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 12:32 PM

To: Dave Kerin; Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: RE: 10 Munson Road

Attachments: Private Water Lines -Policy.pdf

Hi David, 
 
I hope  the following address you questions and provides some clarity. 
 
The water leak is on the south side of Munson Road and only affects the four houses on that side of the street. Houses 
on the north side are not affected. The leak is along the road side between #10 and #44 (not between the houses, but 
out near the road). 
 
Our records indicate that this water line was installed ~ 1962 and be made of 2-inch copper tubing. The Town’s Private 
Water Line book lists this line as ‘private’ or it wouldn’t be in the book. This book provide documentation for many 
private water lines in the town. So how did private water lines come to be? The best reason is probably that a property 
owner wanted to be on the Town’s water system and sell off a few lots too. The owner probably didn’t want to incur the 
cost of a full-size water main at that time. Therefore a longer service line was allowed but was kept private for 
maintenance issues. The Town’s Policy book defines Private Water Lines and I have attached pages from that book. 
 
Your water bill make no differentiation in rates. Consider the private water line as a service line that services four 
houses. The house north on 10 Munson pays the same rate. 
 
I would hope that the property owners would have an agreement that goes with the property, but that is up to the 
owners; it is not managed by the Town. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dan Werner 
Director of Operations 
 

From: Dave Kerin [mailto:davekerin@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 5:18 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Dan Werner <DWerner@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: 10 Munson Road 

 
Hello, 
 
My name is Dave Kerin, owner of the home on 10 Munson Road.   
 
I have been made aware that there is a water main leak in the vicinity of our property.   
Further, I am told that my house and 3? others are said to have financial responsibility for any repairs? 
 
I have some questions regarding this: 
 

 Where is the exact location of the leak / what property is it on? 

 Is the leak beyond the system’s flow of water to 10 Munson? 
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 How does the house directly north of 10 Munson tie into what I assume is the same water main? 

 Do you have documentation on file that assigns responsibility to 10 Munson for repairs to a main?  (as 
opposed to only for a line from curb connection to the house) 

 Does the water bill I have paid over the years have a difference in rate charged when compared to 
another home in town that doesn’t carry an obligation for repair beyond the line that ties that house 
to a main? 

 Does the house directly north of 10 Munson pay a different water rate? 
 
From my end, I went over property documents in my possession and find no reference that assigns us 
responsibility in the matter at hand.  That said, if someone will provide me with documentation confirming so, 
we will certainly pay whatever amount we are shown to have responsibility for.   
 
Also I would welcome any insight on what constitutes a “private water line”?  Over 50 years in Vermont and 
having served on Montpelier’s City Council, I don’t recall hearing of what I am being told of is a private line off 
a town main, before today.  Particularly, wouldn’t such an arrangement among multiple properties require 
some form of contract between those property owners that would transfer with all sales of said parcels? 
 
I apologize for any questions that could be answered by a stop into Town Offices.  I live 3 hrs. away so 
dropping in isn’t a first option. 
 
Thank you for any assistance in bringing clarity to this subject. 
 
Best, 
 
Dave Kerin 
 
 
 
 

 


